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MESSING CUM INWORTH
PARISH COUNCIL
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Chairman: Councillor Bob Suckling                Parish Clerk: Linda Berrett-West

Telephone: 07496 468149                        
Email: messingcuminworthpc@gmail.com
Website: www.messinginworth.org
__________________________________________________________________________
Minutes of Messing Cum Inworth Parish Council
Annual Parish Council Meeting
Held on 23 May 2023 within Messing Village Hall

	Present
	 Cllr Bob Suckling, Cllr Andrew Harding, Cllr Ray Strudwick,  2 Members of Public



	AGENDA

	23/085
	Election of Chairman for Municipal Year 2023/24
Cllr Bob Suckling volunteered to remain as Chairman for the coming year. This was proposed by Cllr Andrew Harding and Seconded by Cllr Ray Strudwick 


	23/086
	Receive the Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office
It was agreed by all Councillors present that Cllr Bob Suckling would defer the signing of the declaration of acceptance until the next meeting.


	23/087
	Election of Vice Chairman for Municipal Year 2023/24
There were no nominations for Vice Chair therefore it was approved by all Councillors present to leave this post vacant for the foreseeable future.


	23/088
	Receive the Vice Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
Position left vacant


	23/089
	Welcome from Chairperson 
The meeting was opened by the Chair Cllr Bob Suckling 


	23/089
	To consider and accept the apologies for absence (LGA 1972 s85 (1)
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Jo Hughes, County Cllr Kevin Bentley, City Cllr Andrew Ellis, City Cllr Jackie McLean and the Clerk to the Council Linda Berrett-West
No apologies were received from Cllr Jon Longman


	23/090
	Declaration of Interest
Members to declare any interests, including Disclosable Pecuniary Interests they may have in agenda items that accord with the requirements of the Town Council’s Code of Conduct and to consider any prior requests from members for Dispensations that accord with Localism Act 2011 s33(b-e) (NB this does not preclude any later declarations)
Nothing was declared  

	23/091
	To approve the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 13th April 23 (LGA 1972, s12, para 41)
Minutes for the 13th April 23 were approved by all Councillors present as being an accurate record of all matters transacted.


	23/092
	To hear from members of the public (max 15 minutes /3 minutes per person)
Questions were raised by 2 members of the public (MOP) concerning the allotments and discussions that had taken place between the Parish Council and tenants in recent months concerning waiting lists and possible evictions.  The Parish Council assured the MOP that all its actions would be legal, it would not act outside of its mandate and the PC would need to balance the interests of 11 people who hold allotments against the population of both villages and its duties to that wider community.


	23/093
	To receive County Councillor and Borough Councillors Reports

	
	093.1 County Councillor Kevin Bentley
Cllr Bob Suckling read a statement from County Cllr Kevin Bentley received in his absence (annex 1)


	
	093.2 Borough Councillors Andrew Ellis & Jackie McLean
Not in attendance


	23/094
	Clerks Report
Nothing to report


	23/095
	Finance

	
	095.1
	Statement of Accounts from RFO
The Chair Cllr Bob Suckling provided an update on the saga of getting the bank account updated with Barclays, especially concerning valid signatories.
It was agreed by all Councillors present to approve payments as listed
 

	
	095.2
	Receipts for month April 2023
Returned cheque 200075 – Banking Error for non-clearance
	
5941.90
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	 	Total
	£5941.90  

	
	 095.3
	Expenditure for month April 2023
DD – EE Mobile Phone
200080 – Re-Issued Cheque ref uncleared cheque no 200075

	
5.46
5941.90

	
	
	Total
	£  5947.36

	
	095.4
	Payments for Approval  April 2023
200082–  JC Services / Orchard & Allotment Grass Cut
200083 – Locum Fee’s payable to K Palmer
200084 – Website Hosting & Maintenance
200085 – B Suckling / Keys & Website Domain 

	
200.00
65.00
200.00
1225.65
150.00
20.69

	
	
	Total 
	£1861.34  


	23/096
	Planning Matters & Applications

	
	096.1
	Planning Matters
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	Nothing to report


	
	096.2
	New Planning Applications Received

	
	231071
	Buntings Nest, Kelvedon Road, Inworth Essex CO5 9SN

	Application for prior notification of agricultural or forestry development - proposed agricultural straw storage building.
	PC – No Comment

	
	096.3
	Planning Applications Previously Reviewed

	
	230067
	Land adj, Elms Farm Bungalow, Messing Road, Tiptree CO5 9TG
	Erection of detached bungalow
	PC - Objected

	
	221043
	Park Farm, Kelvedon Road, CO5 9SH
	Electricity Act 1989- overhead lines (exemption) Regulations 2009
	PC approved


	
	212300
	Buildings Adjacent To, Messing Park, Messing Park Farm House, Tiptree Road, Messing CO5 9TG
	Erection of 5 No. dwellinghouses
	Appeal Pending
Last Case Note Secretary of State 5th April 2022


	
	096.4
	Decisions Issued by CBC

	
	
	Nothing to report


	23/097
	Annual Review of Council Policies and Procedures

	
	097.1

	Parish Council agreed to move the review of governance documents to the next agenda


	23/098
	Legal Matters

	
	098.1                          
	EALC feedback regarding McIPC & MiAG TOR
Parish Council agreed to move the review of governance documents to the next agenda


	23/099
	A12 / A120  Widening

	
	099.1
	Review for updates – Nothing to report

	
	099.2
099.3
	To hear reports from Messing Inworth Action Group – Nothing to report
To consider received funding requests – Nothing received


	23/100
	Essex Highways

	
	0100.1
	Review for updates 
Nothing to report
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	Orchard

	
	101.1


101.2
	Cllr Ray Strudwick advised the PC on the issue with a small 7m section of the pathway.  It is believed that a small piece of membrane has been missed by the contractors who originally laid the path.  A request for Bardwell’s to visit and assess is to be made
The Chairman is to meet with the new Chair of the Orchard Committee to discuss how best to move forward on a series of inter related matters.


	23/102
	Parish Council

	
	102.1
	Review of co-opting policy
Parish Council agreed to move this item to the next agenda


	23/103
	Village Services

	
	103.1

103.2
	Bus service – Cllr Jon Longman to provide update - Parish Council agreed to move this item to the next agenda
Essex mobile library -  Cllr Jon Longman to provide update - Parish Council agreed to move this item to the next agenda



	23/104
	Allotments

	
	104.1
104.2
	Waiting List update - Parish Council agreed to move this item to the next agenda
Monthly review of facilities inspection - Parish Council agreed to move this item to the next agenda
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	20’s Plenty

	
	105.1

	Review & approve letter requesting CCllr Kevin Bentley support
Parish Council agreed to move this item to the next agenda


	23/106
	Coronation Events

	
	106.1

	Review planned event to be held on Sunday 7th May to celebrate HR King Charles III coronation.
No report was given

	23/107
	Parish Maintenance

	
	107.1
	Parish Council agreed to move all items to the next agenda

	
	
	

	23/108
	Village Requests	

	
	108.1
	Review for update of bench for play area – K Jackson
Cllr Bob Suckling advised that the bench was now ready to be placed in the playground


	23/109
	Information Exchange & Items for the next agenda (No votes or decisions can be taken)
Nothing to report


	23/110
	To confirm date & time of next meeting
Thursday 22nd June 2023 at 7.30pm


The meeting closed at 8.57pm


Messing Cum Inworth Annual Parish Council Meeting
County Councillor Kevin Bentley Statement
Annex 1
Unfortunately, I cannot be with you this evening and please do accept my apologies but the change of date meant that I could have made the 18th (the original date) but not the changed date to this evening. My diary and commitments as the Leader of ECC means I am challenged in all sorts of areas on a variety of subjects. I would also like to take this opportunity to also apologise for the recent lack of attendance at meetings, this is for the reasons above. I am of course always available at the end of the phone or email. I have written to Bob on this matter and phoned a couple of times but as yet been unable to make contact. I also quite often meet up with Andrew Harding informally where we keep in touch on the A12 issues but also generally on other issues so I am reasonably up to speed with local matters.
The change of meeting date to the Thursday in the month is also difficult as I have regular other meetings on this evening, however, I will endeavour to be with you as often as possible and of course issues don’t need to wait for PC meetings, you can contact me at any time. If I am unable to attend then I will supply a report.
On recent matters, I attended on line the Inspectors Meeting regarding the A12 proposals. I spoke up for the villages of Messing and Inworth and promoted the Main Alternative. I was very impressed with the turnout of local people and those who spoke did so very well. Again I am in contact with Andrew H and will continue to do so.
On other matters, we have been informed that the Afghan re-settlers who have lived in the Marks Tey Hotel have been asked to leave by the Home Office in early August. Great effort is underway to find them permanent homes elsewhere and ECC, CCC and Home Office officials are working with the families to assist them.
Our Locality Budgets are now open again both at ECC and CCC. For myself, Andrew Ellis and Jackie we are able to access the CCC LB and John Jowers is there for you re ECC’s LB.
Roads have been a big issue during the winter and the very wet winter we had has badly affected our roads. An extra £17.5m has been put into Highways which is a combination of Government money and also savings that ECC are using. You should already or will soon see great improvement on the road network as we now have the longer days and brighter (fingers crossed) weather. You can report defects but please do let me know if I can assist with any defects that are a matter of urgency.
We have Full Council tomorrow (24th May) which is Colchester City Council’s Annual Meeting. John Jowers will become Mayor of the City but as yet and following the local elections we do not formally have a coalition Administration between the Liberal Democrats and Labour. They both have 15 seats each and the Conservatives have 19. The Coalition has run the Council for a number of years with the Lib Dems being the slightly larger Group therefore has taken the Leadership, but now this is different and as I write there is still no news. This may change by the time you meet and if this happens and if I can I will let you know. If not then the Annual Meeting is likely to be postponed, although the Mayor Making Ceremony will take place.
I’ll leave it there and please do e-mail or phone if I can be of assistance. 
Best wishes
Kevin
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