Additional response from Messing-cum-Inworth Parish Council – December 2021
[bookmark: _GoBack]The recent Open Session held by National Highways in Messing Village has generated further comment that is critical of the National Highways proposals for Junction24. This addendum to our earlier response does not replace our earlier submissions, but should be read alongside them.
National Highways approach
There is widespread disappointment and anger about the way that National Highways have undertaken the consultation process. There is universal agreement that it has not been handled as a consultation (a 2-way discussion), and more of a process of telling residents what is going to happen.

Messing traffic levels
Since the initial plans for Junction 24 were published in the Summer 2021, the Parish Council have been pointing out that they would lead to a significant increase in traffic levels through Messing village. The siting of the roundabout on the Inworth Road would mean that a proportion of traffic heading to/from the Layers and coastal villages would use Messing village as a ‘rat-run’, thereby allowing them to avoid Tiptree and use a shorter route. At the recent consultation session, a National Highways traffic expert conceded that traffic volumes through Messing village would ‘roughly double’ – the first time that any quantification has been received from National Highways! . In addition, the fact that National Highways are now planning to remove access to the A12 from Easthorpe will mean that drivers from those areas that would have been served by this A12 access will head to Junction 24 using the narrow lanes that serve Messing village. Many of these lanes are narrow with passing places and many blind bends. They are totally unsuited to the traffic volumes that will result from the National Highways plans.
Part of the Parish Councils submission is for the provision of a short Bypass, along with the restoration of a previous National Highways proposal to link the northern dumbbell roundabout of Junction 24 to the B1023 at Threshelfords. This would remove the need for the roundabout on the B1023.  It would have the added very significant benefit of taking away the temptation for drivers on the B1022 Maldon Road wishing to access the A12 bypassing Tiptree altogether and taking a shortcut through the village of Messing.  The Messing road is no more than a single-track country lane with passing places. It is used regularly by horse riders, cyclists and walkers, with livery stables at Stonefields and several horses at other properties along this road.  The number of country lanes used for such recreational purposes is rapidly diminishing in this rural area as they fast turn into highly dangerous rat runs.
